


Figure 2. Plan of the railroad visitor center and proposed backhoe test trenches.
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IV. Testing Procedures 
DRA will conduct all test excavations under State of New Mexico General Permit No. NM-09-196-T. 

Archaeological testing procedures will be conducted in the area of effect, which is located on the cut and 
leveled gravel terrace. These gravels are indurated, cobble-sized sediments, that are not suitable for 
manual testing methods. Consequently, mechanical testing will be employed at the site. The testing will 
occur in a series of backhoe trenches evenly spaced across the APE.  

All trenches will be excavated under the direct supervision of an archaeologist. A profile drawing will 
be made of at least one trench that demonstrates the stratigraphic nature of the site. If unique features are 
found in other trenches, then other profile drawings may be prepared. 

A map of the project area will be prepared showing the locations of the modern infrastructure, 
backhoe trenches and all visible archaeological features on the surface. 

V. Specialized Sampling 
The collection of artifacts or specialized samples is not anticipated on this project, however if artifacts 

are encountered during backhoe testing, these will be collected for analysis. See the contingencies section 
(below) for the most likely scenario for collecting prehistoric materials. 

VI. Human Burials 
The discovery of human remains is rare and not anticipated on this project. However, if human 

remains are discovered, then all work will cease in that area and NMSHPO will be contacted within 24 
hours of discovery. Treatment of human remains will be determined in consultation with NMSHPO. 

VII. Contingencies 
The most likely contingency to be addressed by this project is the discovery of a prehistoric site 

buried in the terrace gravels. Discovery of a prehistoric occupational component would alter the testing 
procedure. DRA would employ Manual testing methods to determine the extent of the prehistoric 
remains. Artifact collections will be made to characterize the nature of the prehistoric component. In 
addition specialized dating samples such as radiocarbon samples will be collected to ascertain the age of 
the site. 

VIII. Backfill 
All test units will be backfilled and leveled to re-contour to the former surface of the area. 

IX. Laboratory Analysis 
The collection of artifacts is not anticipated given the testing methods employed and the goals of this 

project. However, if historic or prehistoric artifacts are encountered these will be collected and processed 
by the DRA lab. Artifact analysis will consist of morphological description, measurement, and functional 
assessment as listed below. Complete artifacts that are representative of tool classes will be photographed 
or drawn.  

• Morphological description 
• Three-dimensional measurement 
• Weight 
• Assessment of function 
• Photograph or draw complete items 
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X. Schedule 
DRA intends to initiate fieldwork within one month of testing plan approval. The preliminary 

findings of the project will be submitted to NMSHPO within one week of fieldwork completion. The draft 
final report will be submitted within eight weeks of fieldwork completion and the final document 
describing the testing in detail will be submitted two weeks after receipt of NMSHPO comments. The 
project schedule is summarized as follows 

• Initiate fieldwork within 4 weeks of testing plan approval  
• Preliminary report within 1 week after fieldwork 
• Draft final report within 8 weeks after fieldwork 
• NMSHPO comment 
• Final report with 2 weeks of NMSHPO comment 

 

XI. Personnel 
DRA will use in-house staff for supervisory and analysis roles for the testing project. Paul Roebuck, 

Ph.D. will serve as Principal Investigator in general charge of the project. His curriculum vita is on file at 
NMSHPO and his resume is available at www.drarchaeology.com/people/paul.htm. 

Douglas D. Dykeman will serve as Quality Control Officer for this project. His curriculum vita is on 
file at NMSHPO and his resume is available at www.drarchaeology.com/people/doug.htm. 

Kristin Langenfeld will serve as Analyst and Editor for the project. Her curriculum vita is on file at 
NMSHPO and his resume is available at www.drarchaeology.com/people/kristin.htm. 

The backhoe equipment will be supplied by the railroad if available. If the railroad cannot provide the 
heavy machinery then a backhoe contractor will be selected.  

 This project is part of Dykeman Roebuck Archaeology’s public outreach program. Volunteers, 
closely supervised by professional archaeologists, will be involved in the project, where possible, to foster 
community involvement in archaeology in New Mexico. 

XII. Curation 
All notes, materials, collected artifacts, and reports will be curated at the Museum of New Mexico, 

Museum of Indian Arts and Culture. DRA has a 2009 curation agreement with the museum.  
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